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at least chapel service before they started work. Further, there
were student Associations of those who were religiously inclined
headed by a member of the staff or a senior student. These as
well as school or college Y.3I.C.A.S or Y.W.C.A.S arranged for
religious meetings, study groups, and student eainps and confer-
ences. I have already referred to such a student conference dur-
ing the summer at Silver Bay where students from all over the
country caine together for ten days or a fortnight both for
social life and for religious meetings and discussions led by some
of the foremost religious leaders in the country. These were
inspirational and also dealt with students' doubts and difficul-
ties regarding religion.
Y.M.C.A. AXD Y,W.C.A
The Y.M.C.A.S and Y.W.C.A.S in towns sought also to do
what they could to develop the bodies, minds, and souls of the
youth. These institutions were usually criticised for being more
in the nature of social clubs than religious organisations. But
they felt that purely religious bodies had no attraction for the
young, and that by catering to their physical, social and intellec-
tual wants they were able to draw the young to themselves and
help them also in their religious development. The Y.M.C.A.S
and Y.W.C.A.S were popular and served a vital need.
IN THE CHURCH
Further when the boy or the girl grew .up he or she attend-
ed the church service with the parents. It consisted of prayer,
song, scripture reading and sermon. Some churches had song
services once a month, which were popular with those who loved
music. Or associated with the church was the Young People's
Society or club for the young people of the ehureh. It was run
under the direction of the pastor. It organised games, dinners,
entertainments, study groups and religious lectures for young
people. It worked much on the lines of the Y.M.C.A. or the
Y.W.C.A. but in a smaller way and without separating the sexes.
It gave opportunities to young people of either sex for moving
freely with each other in study and play. Some of these young
people collected xaoney amongst themselves and sent one or two
of their members as delegates off and on to big religious camps
and cof&fereacss.
In ihese various ways the child was trained m religion ever
mate it wm 4 or 5 years of age tall it became an adult.